RICHELIEU
from an apothecary at Angles, or whether it goes back to
Guillaume du Plessis, a groom of the chamber under King
Philippe Auguste: all our ancestral trees, famous or obscure,
are of equal length.   In neither case did Richelieu come of
a family of ancient nobility.    The Plessis family,  in its
younger branch, attained prosperity only towards the close
of the fifteenth century, thanks to marriages and inherit-
ances which left them in possession of the lands and dwell-
ing-house of Richelieu, south of the River Vienne, not far
from  Chinon.    Thenceforth,  by successive,  well-planned
family   alliances,   these  small   squires   consolidated   their
position in the province, and saw their fortune grow to
match it.   They held no high office; indeed, their modest
status did not allow them to seek it.   But they seemed to
have turned their attention, with a constancy which may
not have derived solely from religious fervour, to ecclesi-
astical benefices.   Some of them bore arms, and gained
mild distinction in the Italian expeditions and the wars of
religion.  One of them, perhaps, merits closer attention, for
his career was in a way both brilliant and unusual: Antoine
du Plessis, known as 'the monk,3 who abandoned his vows
to serve in Italy,  and later commanded a company of
arquebusiers   under  the  banner  of the  Guises.    It  was
Antoine, this 'renegade monk named Richelieu/ who, in
1561, gleefully turned his arquebuses to massacre a hundred
unarmed Huguenots shut up inside a church.   For nearly
fourteen years, with pitiless savagery, he warred against the
Reformers.  His exploits allowed him at last to be formally
freed from his vows, and brought him the post of a gentle-
man of the royal bedchamber.    L'Estoile has left us  a
spirited  account  of his   death:   cOn January   19,   1576,
Captain Richelieu, a man of ill-repute, notorious for his
thieving, rapine and blasphemy, and a great ruffian and
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